
Domestic Terrorism: Where the Problem Really Comes From 

Domestic terrorism has been on the minds of many Americans as of late. The threat from within our 
own country is one that scares us tremendously. But where does it really come from? Refugees? 
Immigrants? Angry Americans? The answer is, truthfully, it can come from any of these things; however, 
based on recent history, the answer is fairly clear.  

First generation, American-born citizens or citizens naturalized in their youth hailing from immigrant 
parents seem to lead this ever-growing domestic danger in recent years. The Boston Bombers, Tamerlan 
and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, were 16 and 9 years old respectively when they entered the United States with 
their parents in 2002. Dzhokar became a citizen in 2012, just a year before the bombings; and 
Tamerlan’s application for citizenship was in process at the time he died a few days after the bombings.  
The brothers’ parents both moved to Russia prior to the bombings, and have expressed to several media 
outlets their belief that the United States, who harbored their entire family as refugees, is wrongly 
pursuing the death penalty against Dzhokhar. 

Syed Farook, the mastermind behind the San Bernardino shootings, was born in Chicago to immigrant 
parents from Pakistan. His Saudi-raised co-conspirator and wife, Tashfeen Malik, came to the U.S. on a 
fiancée visa from Pakistan.  Farook’s parents were divorced due to reported domestic violence on the 
part of Farook’s father, but were not known to be radicals themselves. 

Omar Mateen, the shooter in the Orlando nightclub massacre, was another child of immigrant parents 
born in New York.  Mateen was reported to have visited his mosque with his father three or four times a 
week.  According to many reports his father seemed a devout Muslim, but, along with Omar, did not 
exhibit any extremist tendencies. 

These three mass killings reveal a pattern of first-generation Americans, born of immigrant parents.  
Their parents do not appear to be radicalized, but the facts point toward all of the killers, at least in part, 
following the tenants of radical Islam.  The question now is why. After examining the past of each of 
these killers, there seems to be a pattern of anger, discontent, and confusion.  This first generation 
seems to be looking for a place to belong.  They are no longer Chechens, or Pakistanis, or Afghans.  Yet, 
they are also not quite “Americans” by culture.  

If we are to question the roots of this new domestic terror threat that seems to be blossoming around 
us, we need to look at this “neither here, nor there” group of citizens searching for identity. These are 
the most susceptible to radicalization. They all frequented dating and social sites looking for 
connections. They all feel the pull of their parents’ heritage in conflict with their surrounding culture.  
There is a real disconnect in the assimilation process, not of actual immigrants, but of their children. 

What do we do to prevent further radicalization of these misplaced children? That is probably the 
hardest question to answer. In a world where profiling is deemed a sin and people are too afraid to be 
politically incorrect to report any suspicions, seeking out these potential terrorists becomes near to 
impossible. We can help these people and protect others from harm by asking the hard questions and 
reporting anything out of the ordinary. It may seem like a disservice to some, but in the end, if everyone 
is safe, then it is worth it.  


